
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

December 15, 2022 

Visit Canton Awards $296,720 in Destination Enhancement Grants 

Stark County, Ohio – Visit Canton, the Stark County Convention & Visitors’ Bureau has awarded 

$296,720 in grants to 10 Stark County Organizations.  

Visit Canton received 22 impressive grant applications totaling over $829,000 in funds requested. A 
committee of Visit Canton executive staff and board reviewed applicants and approved awards 
supporting 10 projects across Stark County.  The Destination Enhancement Grant program's mission is to 
support projects that enhance destination assets in concert with Visit Canton’s mission to help attract 
visitors and increase visitor spending. Grantees were encouraged to partner in strategic ways between 
other community partners, organizations, and businesses outside of normal operations to create large-
scale projects that enhance communities and Stark County as a destination. Applicants could request up 
to $50,000, with committed matching funds required. The complete Destination Enhancement Grant 
criteria and application process are available to view here. 
 
President & CEO Allyson Bussey expressed, “This was a very competitive process with many worthy 
projects submitted for consideration.  Visit Canton will support and promote all of the initiatives with 
our many free resources, regardless of whether they received any funds from this grant cycle.  We’re 
committed to helping Stark County continue to grow as a thriving tourism destination, and these 
projects will benefit visitors and locals alike!”   
 
The following organizations, communities, and businesses received Destination Enhancement Grant 

awards ranging from $11,500 to $50,000:  

• Gervasi Vineyard | Gervasi Vineyard: The Spa and The Wine Cave Expansion Project $50,000 – 

Gervasi Vineyard is expanding, attracting guests with a new spa resort experience that offers 

exceptional amenities and services, including partnerships to showcase local artisans and 

businesses.  

 

• Plain Township | Plain Township Amphitheater Project 

$50,000 – Plain Township is constructing a community amphitheater with programming to 

include SideStreet MKTs, live music, and civic events.  Grant-funded enhancements to the 

project include the addition of shade sails, fire pits, seating space, and an accessible playground. 

 

• Stark Parks | Accessible Restrooms at Tam O’Shanter Park 

$50,000 – Stark Parks converted a former golf course into 200 acres of natural recreation and 

https://visit-canton-2022.s3.amazonaws.com/images/Visit-Canton-Destination-Enhancement-Grant-Criteria-2023.pdf?v=1659539243
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rolling greenspace, Tam O’Shanter Park. Grant support allows for earlier completion of ADA-

accessible restrooms required to make the former clubhouse available for public use and event 

space. 

 

• Canton Food Tours | Beyond Walking Tours – Transporting Guests Regionally 

$35,000 – Canton Food Tours is adding a 12-15 passenger van to expand tour availability year-

round and connect experiences throughout the Stark County region.  

 

• Beech Creek Gardens & Nature Preserve | Wings of Wonder Aviary at Beech Creek Gardens 

$32,763 – Beech Creek Gardens & Nature Preserve partners with Raptor Hallow Sanctuary to 

develop a new walk-through bird aviary and interactive educational experience to be open for 

visitors year-round and wheelchair accessible.  

 

• Minerva Area Chamber of Commerce | Roxy Theatre Multipurpose Venue Systems 

$29,500 – Supporting the Roxy Theatre’s interior renovation project, grant funds provide for the 

addition of new technology, sound system, and lighting returning the Roxy to a multipurpose 

event venue.  

 

• City of Canal Fulton | St. Helena III Canal Boat Repair 

$13,000 – The St. Helena III is a replica canal boat that is used for horse-drawn tours in the Ohio 

& Erie Canal between St. Helena Heritage Park and Lock 4 Park in Canal Fulton. Necessary 

repairs to the concrete hull on the boat will restore the operations of the attraction. 

 

• Quonset Hut | Quonset Hut Community Event Space Renovations 

$12,900 – Revitalization of the 1,900-square-foot area within the building will provide space for 

new events, such as wellness fairs in partnership with Stark County businesses and non-profits.  

 

• Village of Minerva| Village of Minerva Wayfinding Signage 

$12,000 – The Village of Minerva will install wayfinding signage throughout the community 

directing visitors to businesses, restaurants, parks, schools, libraries, and public parking.  

 

• Yogi Bear’s Akron-Canton Jellystone Park | Akron Canton Jellystone Playscape Enhancements 
$11,557 – With the addition of two new play areas, Akron-Canton Jellystone will appeal to new 
audiences.  The primary addition allows neurodivergent children an opportunity to explore and 
engage in unique climbing experiences both independently and with others.  
 

All projects awarded grant funds are set to begin in the 2023 calendar year and are scheduled to be 
completed within two years of receiving the grant award.  

 

 
About Visit Canton:  
The Stark County Convention & Visitors’’ Bureau, d.b.a. Visit Canton, is funded by a lodging tax 



administered through the Stark County Commissioners. The organization’s mission is to promote travel 
to Stark County. Visit Canton facilitates operations that support the travel and tourism industry in Stark 
County. 
 
Allison Gromofsky | Promotions & Grants Manager – Visit Canton | 330.542.6375 | 
allisong@visitcanton.com  
 
Andrea Hartman | Marketing Director – Gervasi Vineyard | 330.433.2930 | 
ahartman@gervasivineyard.com 
 
Rob Steinberg | Parks Director – Plain Township | 330.492.4689 | rsteinberg@plaintownship.com 
 
Mary Grueber | Grant Writer & Event Coordinator – Stark Parks | 330.479.2348 | 

mgrueber@starkparks.com 

Barb Abbott | Owner – Canton Food Tours | 330.495.0929 | barb@cantonfoodtours.com 

Melinda Carmichael | Executive Director – Beech Creek Gardens | 330.829.7050 | 

melinda@beechcreekgardens.org 

Denise Freeland | Executive Director – Minerva Area Chamber of Commerce | 330.868.7979| 

denise.freeland@minervachamber.org  

Daniel Bucher Jr. | City Manager – City of Canal Fulton | 330.854.2225 | citymgr@cityofcanalfulton-

oh.gov 

Matt Hisrich | Partner Owner – Quonset Hut | 330.492.1293 | matt@qhut.com 

Patti Willoughby | Finance Director – Village of Minerva | 330.868.7705 | pattiw@ci.minerva.oh.us 

Nicholas Cofrancesco | Office Manager – Akron Canton Jellystone Park | 330.877.9800 | 

Office@akroncantonjellystone.com 
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